
Department of Geology and Geological Engineering  
Graduate Student Checklist 

(updated September 2005) 
 
________ Choose an Advisor (first semester)  
 
________ Select the Members of Your Faculty Advisory Committee  
(second semester; according to departmental policy, you must meet with your committee at least once per 
semester)  
 
________ Submit Your Program of Study (second semester) 
  
________ Complete Comprehensive Examinations (Doctoral Students) 
(to be taken when scholarly tools and most coursework have been completed)  
 
________ Present Your Proposed Research Topic for the Department  
(must be completed prior to submitting proposal to the Graduate School; departmental policy) 
 
________ Submit the Research Proposal to the Graduate School  
(as early as possible, but no later than the semester prior to your final semester)  
 
________ Advance to Candidacy  
(no later than the semester before you plan to graduate)  
 
________ Apply to Graduate  
(this must be submitted by the published deadline for the term in which you plan to graduate)  
 
________ Preliminary Approval of Your Thesis or Dissertation  
(this must be submitted by the published deadline for the term in which you plan to graduate)  
 
________ Notice of Defense of Your Thesis or Dissertation  
(one week prior for masters students and two weeks prior for doctoral students.)  
 
________ Final Research Presentation and Defense of Your Thesis or Dissertation 
(at least two or three weeks before commencement.)  
 
________ Submit a Copy of Your Thesis or Dissertation to the Graduate School for a Format and Style Check  
(once your copy is approved by your committee) 
 
________ Submit a Final Copy of Your Thesis or Dissertation to the Graduate School  
(this must be submitted by the published deadline for the term in which you plan to graduate)  
 
________ Submit a Final Hard and Digital PDF Copy of Your Thesis or Dissertation to the Geology Library  
(this must be submitted before the "Final Report on Candidate" is completed) 
 
________ Advisory Committee Submits “Final Report on Candidate” to the Graduate School  
(this must be submitted by the published deadline for the term in which you plan to graduate)  
 
________ Complete Required Surveys (Doctoral Students)  
(following the submission of the final copy of your dissertation)  
 

Graduate School forms are available at….http://www.und.edu/dept/grad/GSForms.html 


